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A SHORT AND CANDID 


„ 


A. F 6 


Free Born BRTTONS, &c. 


T a time when by certain 
acts of the legiſlature of 
this country, America is thrown 
al || into ſuch a ſtate of confuſion and 


E diſtreſs, and the people reduced al- 


moſt to a neceſſity of taking up 
TR arms as the. laſt reſource left to 
avoid the cruel effects of inſolent 
B - 2 - att 


and tyrannic power, now extended 
over them with an out-ſtretched 
arm; when on the one hand we 
ſee to what an exceſs jealous fears 


may drive even a brave and ſenſible 


people; and on the other, how far 
a luſt of power may carry à free 
people, to the ſubverſion even of that 
glorious conſtitution to which them- 
ſelves owe the liberty and freedom 


of which they are deſervedly ſo jea- 


lous; it occurs to me as a point of 
duty which I owe my country, and 
the land I live i in, to endeavour by 


a ſhort and plain account of what 


I conceive to be the rights of Ame- 


ricans, to convince free born Bri- 
tons of the propriety of the mea- 
ſures at preſent adopted on the 


other 
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other fide the Atlantic; and tho“ 
I by no means pretend to juſtify 


the act which is pretended as the 


principal, if not the only cauſe of 
the Boon Port Bill, yet] flatter 
myſelf, every impartial reader, 
upon a candid conſideration of the 
cauſes which induced the commiſ- 
ſion of that Act, will be convinced 
from his own feelings as an Eng- 
liſhman, that there has been hard 
meaſure meeted out to them, in no 


manner of degree proportioned to 


the crime; and I cannot doubt, 
was a like attempt made upon the 
liberties of this country, the peo- 
ple as they formerly have, ſo would 
they now, riſe as one man, repel the 
attack, and make it recoil with 
| 'B2 treble 
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treble confuſion upon the heads of 
the baſe contrivers -In the proſe- 
cution of my deſign, it ſhall be my 
_ endeavour to avoid partiality, but 
ſhould any harſh expreſſion eſcape 
my pen, it will, I truſt, be rather 
imputed to the ſenſe I have of the 
injuries and oppreſſions with which 
my country undeſervedly labours, 

than to a turbulent and factious ſpi- 
rit in the author. | 


It may be neceſſary further to 
premiſe, that I ſhall not touch upon 
many little nice diſtinctions, which 
have lately aroſe in the diſputes 
between Great Britain and her Co- 
lonies; becauſe, according to my 
idea, they are wholly unknown to 

| the 


the Engliſh conſtitution; but 

taking it as a propoſition, which I 

have never yet known to be denied 

by any, that Americans are Engliſh 

ſubjects, the majority of their an- 

6 ceſtors being emigrants from this 
country ; I ſhall endeavour ſhortly 

to prove, 


| Firſt, That they and their deſ- 

cendants, were and are entitled, to 
all the liberties, privileges and im- 
munities of free born Engliſhmen. 


Secondly, That being To en- 
titled, they cannot be taxed by a 
Britiſh Parliament, taxation and 

repreſentation being conſtitutionally 
inſeparable; and theſe two points 
5 being 


„ 
being eſtabliſhed, it will not be 


hard to ſhew, that the Americans 


have been unjuſtly and illegally 


deprived of their conſtitutional 
rights ; and conſequently, that 


nothing but a total repeal of the 
acts complained of, and a firm 
eſtabliſhment of the coloniſts in 
their legal and unalienable rights 
as Britiſh ſubjects, can be reaſon- 
ably expected to reſtore harmony 
and commerce between England 
and America. 


To prove the firſt point; it 
ſeems to be agreed, that where a 
country is new peopled by Engliſh 
ſubjects, the law which is the 
birth-right of every ſubject, goes 
| with 


(x1 


with them“; from whence it 


muſt certainly follow, that the 


Americans are entitled to all the 


privileges and immunities which 


the . common law of England and 


Magna Charta confer, as fully as 


their local circumſtances admit of; 


but beſides this, they have charters, 


and if I miſtake not, there are acts 


of parliament, which, in the 
ſtrongeſt manner recognize them 
in their liberties as Engliſhmen, 
particularly including their deſcen- 


dants as inheritors of their parents 


rights, which may ſeem rather 


unneceſſary, as it is clear that the 
children always ſucceed to their 


parents place on the political ſtage. 


0% Salk; 3-13) af'Þb Williams 75. 


Indeed, this appears to me one 


of thoſe ſelf-evident propoſitions 


which ſeem hard to prove, being 
ſo exceeding clear in itſelf and 
ſcarce diſputed by any, it is rather 


difficult to find words to expreſs 


our ſentiments ; as if I ſhould en- 


deavour to perſuade a man who 


has the ſenſe of ſeeing in per- 


fection, of the ſun's ſhining out in 
a very clear day. 


I ſhall now. endeavour in the ſe- 
cond place to prove, | that they 
cannot be taxed by a Britiſh parlia- 


ment, zaxation and repreſentation 


being conſtitutionally inſeparable ; 


and when I deny the right of. a 
Britiſh parliament to tax America, 
1 would 
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685 
I would not be underſtood to 


mean, that acts paſſed by the 


Britiſh legiſlature are not in any 
caſe binding upon the colonies, 
but only with reſpect to what ap- 
pears to be the principal ſubject in 
diſpute; that no act of parliament 


for the purpoſe of exacting money 


from the coloniſts is by any means 
binding; — for it appears from the 
year- booksꝰ, that **a tax granted by 


the parliament of England ſhall 


te not bind thoſe of Ireland. Why? 
The reaſon follows; © becauſe they 
« are not ſummoned to our parlia- 
« ment: and again, © Ireland 


* 20 Hen. VI. 8. 2 Ric. III. 12, 
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ſtitution; ſhall we in theſe days of 


% 
« hath a parliament of its own, 
ce and maketh and altereth laws; 
« and our ſtatutes do not bind 
„them.“ Why? © Becauſe they 
edo not ſend knights to parlia- 
« ment.“ — Thus it appears be- 


yond any manner of doubt, that 


the reaſon Ireland was not taxed 
by an Engliſh parliament was, be- 
cauſe they were not repreſented 
in that parliament ; and if the par- 
liament in thoſe days had this idea 
of even a conguered country, ſub- 
jected to the crown of England by 
the law of arms, through a con- 
viction of the reaſonableneſs that 
every ſubject ſhould be happy in 


the enjoyment of our bleſſed con- 


light 


light and refined knowledge, deny 
the exiſtence of thoſe rights in our 
American bretheren, who were, 


( IT 


ab origine, Engliſhmen; and have 
always continued loyal and obe- 
dient ſubjects? and upon what 
principle of reaſon | becauſe their 
anceſtors braving the perils of the 
ſea, ſought an inhoſpitable clime, 
encountering with beaſts, and with 
men ſtill more ſavage than they; 
leaving their all behind them, 
ſettled three thouſand miles diſtant 
from their native home, to enjoy 
as it were in huts and caves that 
liberty denied them in their own 
country, by tyrannical rulers or 
biggoted prieſts ? Far be this way 
of thinking from the generous 

„ breaſts 
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breaſts of Britons. But to return; 
if what is laid down with reſpect 
to Ireland, be legal, juſt and pro- 
per, ſurely it will obtain in regard 


to America, and the more ſo, as 
they are not @ conquered people, 
but deſcended from Engliſh born 
ſubjects ; like Ireland they have 
their parliaments ; called aſſem- 


blies; a còuncil of ſtate in nature 
of a houſe of lords; and a gover- 


nor who repreſents the king: 
virtue of their charters, and by 


continual uſage, they enact laws 


as near as poſſible in the ſame 


manner as the legiſlature of this 


country, not merely with reſpect 
to their internal polity, but in re- 
gard to granting any ſum of money 


required 


1 
required of them. And I think 1 
may venture to affirm, that there 
never was a requiſition made to 
them, to raiſe any ſum in a conſti- 
tutional manner, which met with 
a refuſal; nay, ſo much did the 
coloniſts go beyond their abilities 
in the laſt war, that a particular act 
was paſſed in his preſent Majeſty's 
reign, to refund part of the ſums 
which they had willingly ſupplied 
towards the exigencies of the ſtate. 


But it may be objeted—if 
the Coloniſts have power to exact 
laws in all caſes, it is inconſiſ- 
tent with ſound policy; as perhaps 
at ſome future time, acts may paſs | 
their legiſlature, claſhing with, or 
deſtructive 
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deſtructive of the intereſts of Great- 
Britain. The anſwer to this is very 
plain :—That even ſuppoſing the 
Coloniſts ſhould ever fo far forget 


the duty due from them to their 


Parent State, yet any apprehenſion 
of this ſort is intirely viſionary, as 
the king may, as in the caſe of Ire- 
land, put a negative upon any act 
of the Colonies, which does not 
operate as a law, 'till it has received 
the aſſent of his majeſty in coun- 
cil; and beſides, they are particu- 
larly reſtrained by their Charters 
from the exertion of ſuch a power; 


which, indeed, they would not 


wiſh to exerciſe, being fully ſenſi- 
ble of the happineſs which they 
will ever enjoy by a connection 

7 with 


(is 
with the Mother Country, upon 
conſtitutianal grounds. They would 
only reſpectfully, though at the 


ſame time with a ſpirit becoming 
the deſcendants of Engliſhmen, 


contend, that, being entitled firſt 


by the Common Law, which their 


forefathers carried out with them, 
and tranſmitted inviolate to their 


poſterity ; and next, by their char- 
ters, to all the rights, privileges, 


and immunities which Britons en- 
Joy, to exact laws by their legiſla- 


ture, not only for their internal go- 


vernment, but likewiſe for grant- 
ing money, to ſupply as well the ne- 
ceſſities of their own domeſtic con- 
cernt, as to ſatisfy any reaſonable 
requifitions from this fide the wa- 


ter. : 
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? 2 ter. And is there any thing unrea- 
| b ſonable in this? ſurely not, they 
muſt certainly be the beſt, as they 
are the conſtitutional judges, upon 
what commodities their conſtitu- 
ents can moſt conveniently bear 
the levying of impoſts or taxes. 


From what has been ſaid, I think 
it muſt clearly appear, that the co- 
loniſts being Engliſh ſubjects; aas | | 
ſuch, as well as by their Charters, 
are entitled to all the rights, privi- 
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leges, and immunities of Engliſhmen; 
conſequently, that the late Acts by if 
a Britiſh Legiſlature, tending to 

raiſe a tax among them, America 
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f not being there repreſented, are il- 
| | legal and void in ſe; becauſe, it is 
4 | univer- 
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univerſally agreed, that taxation 
and repreſentation anited, form one 
of the principal pillars of the Eng- 
liſh conſtitution. 


But-it may be further objected, 
that, however this may have ad- 
mitted of a diſpute formerly, it is 
now no longer a ſpeculative point, 
it being enacted by a late ſtatute * 


a | a that the Parliament have power 
©« to enact laws of a ſufficient va- 
« lidity to bind the colonies in all 
&© caſes whatſoever.” ] am perſuaded 
KL no Engliſhman will allow, that the 
Parliament have a power to break 
through the conſtitution z they have 
formerly, it is true, in divers man- 


* 6 Geo. III. c. 12, 
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ners made the attempt, but howe- 


ver ſuceeſsful it may have proved 
for a time, when men's paſſions 
were heated, as in the reign of 
Charles I. &c. yet when reaſon 


reſumed her empirein their breaſts, 
the diſorders occaſioned by anarchy 
on the one hand, or tyranny on the 


other, were rectified, and the con- 
ſtitution gathered ſtill more ſtrength 
and vigour, from the ſad experi- 


ence of paſt errors. 


If it appears from reaſon, and 


the true ſpirit of the conſtitution, 
that Britiſh Americans are entitled 
to all the privileges of Engliſh- 
men, and conſequently, not to be 


taxed by a legiſlature in which they 
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are not repreſented ; it requires a 
very ſmall ſhare of diſcernment to 
perceive, that the act alluded to 
has broke through the conſtitution 
in this reſpect, and therefore is ip/o 
4 6, facto, void and nugatory; and if this 
were not ſo, I ſhould be glad to 
know in what inſtance the Ameri- 
cans areupon a more eligible foot- 
oY ing in the political ſcale, than 
French ſubjects; the latter, are 
obliged to open their purſes at the 
command of the edict of the Grand 
Monarque, regiſtered by a French 
Parliament, in which they have 20 
intereſi; the former, to pay money 
by an Engliſh legiſlature, compoſed 
of king, lords and commons, where 
they are not repreſented; and I ap- 
| D 2 peal 


. 
peal to the common ſenſe of every 
impartial perſon, whether Britiſh 
American ſubjects, in this view of 
the caſe, are in a better ſtate than 
French ſubjects? For my own part, I 
| ſolemnly proteſt, I ſee no difference 
between them ; excepting, that the 
partial diſtinction made in the one 
caſe, between the ſubjects of the 
ſame ſtate, may occaſion more fears, 
jealouſies, and inſurrections than in 
the other. In ſhort, take the mat- 
ter in whatever light you pleaſe, 
_ conviction Ithink muſt come home 
to the mind of every conſiderate per- 
ſon, that humanity, Juſtice, reaſon 
and ſound policy require the Eng- 
liſh coloniſts, conſiſting of upwards 
of ſeven millions of people, at 
three 


1 

three thouſand miles diſtant from 
their mother country, ſhould enjoy, 
unmoleſted, the liberties which 
their anceſtors have . tranſmitted 
to them, and which they, their poſ- 
terity, have not forfeited, by any 
act of treaſon or rebellion; but, 
on the contrary, have for a long 
while borne with an amazing pa- 
tience, almoſt bordering upon tame- 
neſs, the multiplied and increaſed 
oppreſſions laid on them by the 
enemies of the beſt conſtituted- 
form of government in the world. 
If theſe things are ſo (and that 
they are, I do not ſo much appeal 
to learned authors, and old muſty 
records, as to that tribunal of com- 
anom fuſtice and equity erected in the 
. mind 
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mind of every man) what muſt now 
be done to annihilate and drown 
for ever, in the gulph of oblivion, 
the unnatural conteſt which at pre- 
ſent ſubſiſts between the parent and 
her offspring ? what indeed, but 
an abſclute and total repeal of the 
obnoxious acts complained of, and 
a renewal and confirmation of their 
undoubted rights and liberties, as 
the deſcendants of free born Bri- 
zons; nothing leſs than this, will, 
or ought to ſatisfy them :— 
The deputies of each colony 
have been for ſome time fince 
aſſembled in general congreſs, at 
Philadelphia, and though as yet 
we have had no authenticated ac- 
counts of the reſult of their deli- 

| berations ; 


1 
berations; yet be well aſſured, 
that they will come to no deter- 
mination, that has not the good 
of the whole for its object; the 
people, from paſt experience, are 
feelingly convinced; of the fatal 
effects attending diviſions among 
themſelves; they are now united in 
heart and mind as one invincible 
and impenetrable phalanx, not-to 
be broke; and I think I may ſafely 
venture to prophecy, that they 
will never give up the point, until 
they are well ſatisfied in the 
whole, or the greateſt part of 
their moſt reaſonable requiſitions ; 
and here I cannot but expreſs my 
_ aſtoniſhment, that a people uni- 
verſally allowed to be &rave, 


ſenſible 


| viate from their character, as to 


| Tights of their fellow ſubjects, or 
8 that their good nature ſhould have 
= ever ſuffered them to ſuppoſe ſo ill- 
natureda thing, as that their Ame- 
rican brethren, the deſcendants of 
Britons, would ever prove ſo baſe, 
1 and unworthy of their illuſtrious 
1 deſcent, as to ſubmit without re- 
19 ſiſtance, to a ſtate very little re- 
2M moved from abſolute vaſlalage : I 
| know but one way to account for 
this, which is, that when men are 
aſſembled politically, they are too 
apt in the heat of debate, to looſe 
the influence of thoſe amiable diſ- 


poſitions, and good qualities of the 


mind, 


fenfible and free, ſhould ſo far de- 


| enact laws deſtructive of the deareſt 
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mind, which give a luſtre to their 


characters as private individuals :— 
The Americans believe the political 


axe to be laid to the tree of li- 


berty, and would hold themſelves 


monſters of ingratitude, and will 


deſerve the execrations of poſterity, 
were they to ſuffer it to be hewn 
down; I repeat it again, they 

would deſerve the execrations of 
_ poſterity, were they by their timi- 


dity or indolence, to permit that 


tree to be deſtroyed, under the 
ſhadow of whoſe branches their 


progenitors and themſelves have 


for many years been ſo happily 
ſheltered, and notwithſtanding 
ſome of her branches have been 
Oy lone. off, they yet with 

E confi- 


——ʒ—E— — — —— — — oo — — — E 


A « 
: 
: 
: 
: 


[4 #6. } 
confidence expect, from a more 
benign and temperate ſeaſon, the 


reſtoration of them, never more to 


be deprived of their refreſhing 


ſhades —To conclude, it is my 


earneſt wiſh, that his majeſty turn- 
ing with that noble indignation ſo 
becoming in a king, upon the 
wicked incendiaries, and unnatural 
parricides, who have endeavoured 
to ſteel his generous mind againſt 
the cries of millions of diſtreſſed 
people, may ſuffer the natural 
goodneſs of his d iſpoſition to plead 
with him the cauſe of his moſt 
loyal and dutiful ſubjects of Ame- 
rica, and in his good pleaſure re- 


dreſs all their grievances. —That 
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the Houſe of Lords, the conſtitu- 
| tional 
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tional mediators between the crown 


and the people, would extend their 
influence for the ſame benevolent 
purpoſe. —That the Commons, 
| knowing as they do, that all their 

power is delegated to them from 
the good people of England, by 
whoſe permiſſion alone it is that 
they are authorized to enact any 
laws, may ſee the abſurdity of tax- 
ing a people mot repreſented. — 
Then ſhall peace and harmony be 
reſtored, the bands of union 
ſtrengthened, commerce ſhall again 
rear her dejected head, and a per- 
fect and cordial reconciliation take 
place between England and her 
Colonies. —Conſcious as Iam of the 
many neceſſary qualifications want- | 


ing 


| 


what occurred to me upon this 


affairs, and of much ſuperior abili- 
; ities, who viewed the. ſubject i in 


in the cauſe: I could not refrain 


ous the compoſition; and ſhall now 


London, 5th Nov. A CAROLINIAN. 
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ing in me as a writer, I have only 
endeavoured in an epiſtolary way, 
to point out in a curſory manner, 


ſuhject, and could have wiſhed > 7 
ſome other perſon raore verſed in : 


the ſame light of myſelf, had un- 
dertaken to illuſtrate it; and what- 
ever faults may appear, muſt be 
imputed to a want of abilities in 


the writer, and not to 0 


from contributing my mite, how- 
ever {mall the matter or errone- 


take the liberty of figning myſelf, 


1 rl 
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